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PREFACE. 


HE Author, or rather Verhfier, of the 
following Story, begs leave to preface to 
her own Sex, for whoſe jake and her 

own amuſement it was firſt undertook ; that it is 
an original, and-never was made publick i in any 
language before ; the eſſential facts related, all 
poftive'truth ; and that it was handed directiy 
to her from a Nun now alive at Rome, who 1s 
nearly related to one of the perſons too fatally 
concerned,” "The names of the two Noblemen ſhe 
bas changed wholly, oniy making uſe of their real 
titles; but the Chriftian names of the Lady and 
the Fiſherman ſhe has taken the liberty to pre- 
ſerve. The Recluſe, to whom ſhe is obliged for 
the original manuſcript in proſe, is a Lady of a 


lively wit, and beautiful turn of expreſſion, as 


appears by her fine manner of relating a ſtory ſo 
A 2 full 


The PREFACE. 
. full of variety and accidents as this ig: So that 
if any thing in theſe Engliſh ſheets be conſidera- 
bly faulty, the Author takes it all to herfelf. 


AS to the few Miſcellames annexed, they are 
publiſhed chiefly to pleaſe ſame particular Friends 
to whom the occaſion of writing them is moſtly 
known. Tf they prove any entertainment t1 
others, all my ends are anſwered. Gentle Reader, 


(for ſuch IT will hope you are) Adieu. 
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FORC'D MARRIAGE 


Liv'd a poor man, a fiſherman was he: 
A trade of penury; for fiſh appear 
Along that coaſt but little of the year. 
His wife (poor woman, ſhe was lately dead) 
Was the chief buſtler for their daily bread ; 
For Joun BAP TISTA (that's the huſband's 5 


132 on 


Before and aſter fiſhing ſeaſon came, 
Could only be affiſtant'to his dame: 
His buſineſs was to fetch her water in, 
Take linnen from the town, and back again. 


Thus had they liv'd in comfort, tho“ but poor 

For ihe bleach'd linnen, and her gain was ſure. 

But ſhe was dead ; and the phyſician's care, 

And fun'ral rites, had left BayT1$T A bare. 11 
r 


6 The Fatality of Forc'd Marriage; 
Her loſs had driven him to great diſtreſs, 
For which there was no viſible redreſs: 
When wanting food, he the wide ſea ſurvey'd, 
From thence, ſaid he, muſt my next meal be made. 
He took his boat, and out he went to ſee 
What muſt his providential dinner be. 
Often he-caſt his net, but nothing dre v, 
Except ſome ſhell-fiſh, known and eat by few: 
Dangerous to eat of: Nothing elſe appears; 
And theſe were ſeaſon'd only with his tears. 
He play 'd the glutton, ſcarce took time for breath; 
And in all likelihood had eat his death, 
But that a ſtorm aroſe, and juſt behihd | 
A clap of thunder rattled thro? the wind, 
And ſhook the high ſwoln ſea : When turning back, 
Alarm'd and ſtartled at the mighty crack, ; 
The waves he ſaw force ſomething to the land, 
And back retiring, leave it on the ſand. - .. 
In haſte he quits his boat to take the prize; 
But what amazement ſeiz'd his wond'ring eyes 
To ſee a woman in a rich undrels, 
Of ſome degree, her habit ſpoke no leſgsz 
Her body cold as in the arms of death, 
Nor in her face a ſign of vital breath: 
But marks of, youth and beauty ſtill. were there. 
(All are.not happy who are great and fair, ) 
He took her in his arms, and homeward ran, 
And back to life to call her he began: 
Made up the fire, and chaf'd her neck and. wade 
Then gently laid her in his homely bed. 1 
= | t 


1 © 


At 


e oP of 
At length her colour chang' d, and heart did beat © 
Like a flow pulſe that moves with little heat, 
Then recollecting, when his wife lay ill, 
That cordial draughts had ſwell'd the doctor's bill; 
That much was left, and if it did no good, 
He cou'd but do the utmoſt that he cou'd. 0 
Op'ning her mouth, he gently pour'd ſome down; 
When in her cheeks a fainty fluſh was ſhewn : 
And watching by her, or for life, or death, 
She ſeem' d to move, and ſoftly fetch her breath. 
With patience he attends, till he eſpies 
That ſhe had life, and motion in her eyes: 
He ſpoke, ſhe heard ; his words her ear could reach, 
But yet ſhe had not gain'd the pow'r of ſpeech; 
Yet underſtood him: for ſhe ſhook her head. 
Bap T Is TA ſtill attending near the bed. 91 
Madam, ſaid he, you now are in a place 
Of utmoſt poverty, tho' not diſgrace : 
You cannot be or comforted, orfed, - 
Except with water; for here's want of d 
At which ſhe pointed to her hand and ring, 
As if to ſhew the worth of ſuch a things: 
Take, take — ſhe ſaid, but further could not: 60 3 
Nor what was done with her apparel know: 
But ſoon BAP Is A made her underſtand 
Her cloaths were in his pow'r, and near at hand. 
At laſt ſhe ſpoke. diſtinctI think, my purſe. 
Has ſome ſmall gold within it, if no worſe z |, 
Let that help preſent need: The help was ſmall, 
In gold and ſilver not three crowns in all. * L 
. | i Oo 
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To the next town with this he went away, J 
And bought as many things as it would pay; Sh 
Bread, ſpice, and wine, and more what he judg'd beſt; IB 
With ſomething medicinal for his gueſt : 


No time he loſt. The Lady quite alive, 
But wanting ſuſtenance, his ſteps revive. 
They both together eat and drank ; for ſhe 
Stood little leſs in need of that than he, 
The manner how he ſaw the daſhing wave 
Waſh her aſhore, and how he chanc'd to ſave, 
With all that interven'd from firſt to laſt, 
Fill'd up the intervals of their repaſt. 

May I, continu'd he, without offence, 
Ask by what chance you thither came, and whence ; 
Or whether your diſaſter owing be 
To ſhipwrack, accident, or villany. 

Sir, ſhe reply'd, my life to you I owe; 

And my misfortunes you ſhalt quickly know, 

I am of quality, as I appear; 

You muſt aſſiſt in my remove from here: 

But firſt I'll try to take a little reſt, 

And ſtill the tempeſt that's within my breaſt. 
Tocher repoſe he left her, and withdrew ; 

And on the ground, without, himſelf be threw. 
Early next morn he to the chamber went, 
Inquiring of her health, and her intent. 

She then was dreſs'd, and bidding him come in, 
Said ſhe had laid a ſcheme they muſt begin, 

But ere he promis'd, he deſir'd io know 


Towhom, and whither, ſhe propos'd to go: 


Herſelf 


b; 


ſelf 


A P.O R M. 


Herſelf if ſhe thought proper to conceal, 

She might ſome other things to him reveal ; 

But chiefly, on her honour, tell him why 

She choſe to move with ſo much ſecrecy : 

For tho? ſuch poverty was now his fate, 

His father had poſſeſsd a large eſtate ; 

But meddling with the ſtate in civil ſtrife, 

That became forfeit, and he loſt his life. 

Thus the beginning of his life had been 

Quite the reverſe of what he ſince had ſeen,  , 

And then he ſwore, whatever ſhe might ſay, 

If he approv*'d not, never to betray. - 
She anſwer'd, Sir, your conduct has been ſuch, 

[ mult not think I can confide too much: 

Nor have I any fear, when I diſcloſe 

To you the fatal cauſe of all my woes, 

But three months paſt a father's ſtern command 

Forc'd me to marriage, and I gave my hand. 

Ah! might I then as now the truth impart !_ 

gave my hand, but cou'd not give my heart. 

Not but my father's choice was ſuch, as rais d 

Envy in many, and was greatly prais d:. 

All lov'd the Marquis; and had I been fre, 

He might, perhaps, have found the ſame in me. 

GonsALvo was the huſband, that's confeſt; 

But Lopovico govern'd in my breaſt : 

The youthful Count did my affections fill; 

He viſits, and proteſts to love me ſtill. 

My life was all in fear; the Marquis knew 

Our frequent meeting, and that fear was true. 
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10 The Fatality of Fore'd Marriage, 
The huſbahd's eye was open, he could ſee 

A cold indiff'rence wholly govern me, 

As jealouſy did him; but he had art 

To hide the dark diſtruſt that fill'd his heart, 
And the more dark deſign to bring along 
Revenge and death for but a fancy'd wrong. 
His villa, which can little diftant be 

From hence, is ſituated near the ſea. 

How high, ſaid he, do the blown billows ride! 
How loud they daſh againſt earth's rocky ſide! 
While angry winds the troubled fea deform, 
Let us in ſafety here enjoy the ſtorm. _ 
When tempting me near to the dreadful brink, 
Down to my fellow devils bid me fink. 

So plung'd me in, with curſes not a few: 
What ſince has happen'd I have learn'd from you, 

When ſhe had finiſh*d what ſhe had to ſay, 

BayT1sT a ſaid hed ſerve her any way. 
She gave him thanks, and told him, that at night 
With him to Naples ſhe would take her flight : 
There liv*d Count Lopovico ; and ſhe thought 
To juſtice there the Marquis might be brought. 
Firſt they conſulted how it could be done, 
What courſe to take; for money ſhe had none: 
But from her finger taking off her ring 
Here, friend, ſaid ſhe, this was a coltly thing ; 
Sell it, and make diſpatch : But ere thou come, 
(For that will riſe to a ſufficient ſum) | 
A mule, the gentleſt of his kind, Morne ; 
I care not for his qualities beſide : 


N 


Bu 


AP Q E M. 11 


uy 2 idk veil to cover all my face, 
ad hide me, as I paſs from place to place; 
it above all, remember ſpeed. He ran, 
nd ſought a jeweller, a noted man: 
tis ſtone, ſaid he, where water's got between, 
call'd an emerald ; thoſe gems are green; 
ie reſt are di monds: But I cannot ſee 
ow they appear the right of ſuch as thee; 
nce I, who buy for gain, will give in gold 
hreeſcore. piſtoles, if that is fairly fold : 
low is it thine to fell? Sir, he reply'd, 
inc is catching fiſh on the ſea fide : 
hen pulling yeſterday my boat to land, 
aw that ring, and took it off the ſand. 
hat I have told you is no idle tale; 
ou ſee I ventare it to publick ſale. 
e jeweller believꝰd, the ſum was paid; 
d all the Lady's orders ſoon obey d. | 
found a mule whoſe gentleneſs was known, 
better days the beaſt had been his ]; 
he Lady's now: for whom he bought a cloak, 
o keep her warm, which ſhe had not beſpoke. 1 
th theſe he home ward did with haſte . 40 
id found the Lady fit impatient there. . 
ce would ſhe ſtay to eat a bit of bread, 
it took the veil and threw it o'er her bed; 3 
id muffled in the cloak fat out to ride, 
iA both her ſafeguard and her guide. ad 
0 Naples he conducted her with care, 


ded her tan inn of credit there: 8 ; [Ss 
B 2 | Whence 


12 The Fatality of Forc'd Marriage, 

Whence ſhe the Count a meſſenger did fend, 

For him to come and meet an injur'd friend. 

Unknowing who it was, he quickly flies. 

No tongue can tell how great was his furprize. 

He did not know but ſhe was ſafe and well; 

But when ſhe told him all as it befel, 

What oaths he ſwore. a ſwift revenge to take 

And what example of the Marquis make. 

The Lady he took home, his private care. 

BaPTISTA's tongue was taught in this affair, 

To keep all knowledge of it from the air. 

That kingdom then was in the Spaniards hand, 

And Duke MEDIA CELI had command: 

The Vice-king he, to whom the Count addreſs'd; 

And gaining audience, thus himſelf exprels'd 
Great Sir, a Lady of no little fame, 

Whoſe noble father had a nat*ral claim 

To give a Prince of Royal blood that name, 

Is miſſing to the world; and whiſpers fly, 

That in a groundleſs fit of jealouſy _ 

Marta CATHARINA is deſtroy'd; 

A bride of yeſterday, and ſcarce enjoy d. 

Of my petition this is the amount, 

The Marquis may be brought to ſome account : 

Send for Gos AL vo; let her huſband be 

Condemn'd, if guilty; or if not, ſet free. 

Thus ſpoke the Count; - the King a meſſage ſends 
To bring the Marquis; and he ſtraight attends. - 
The King, ſoon as he came, afſum'*d the cauſe ; 
Sternly demanding, where his Lady was; 


ENTS OS 
Or if in all his life he ever thought 
She lov*d another better than ſhe ought. 
His mind was malice, and his anſwer ſuch 3 ._ 
Here's one, ſaid he, that knew ſhe lov*d too much. 
The King diſpleas'd at what the Marquis faid, 
When I command, ſays he, Pll be obey'd. 
Produce your Lady, or elfe tell me where 
She may be found in your domeſtic care. 

The Marquis, tho' he did with horror burn, 
Had craft to give this thing another turn : 
With guilt and fear his look was ſo confus'd, 
Some thought that he was injur'd and abus'd. 
At the King's feet he threw himſelf, and ſaid, 
*Tis your command, and fit to be obey*d ; 
Tho? to my ſhame I ſpeak what facts I know, 
And humbly add what I ſuſpe& are fo. _ 

Riſe, ſaid the King; remember, what you fay 
Is to his ear, who bears the ſov'reign ſway. 

O great and Royal Sir, was his reply, 
Of men the moſt unfortunate am I : Laer 
Scarce were our nuptials paſt, when I could ſee 
My wife's affections were not bent on me; 
Some happier man I found with thoſe was bleſt ; 
Judge what continual torment filPd my breaſt. 
Town, I ſearch'd to find, with piercing eyes, 
To whom my Honour was a ſacrifice ; 
I fix'd it ſoon on this right worthy man; 
And let him now evade it, if he can. 
This noble Count, this ſearcher for loſt things, 


| Freſh to my mind a time of trial brings. 


* 
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14 The Fatality of Forc'd Marriage, 
Dear CaTHARINE, faid I, Marta dear, 
One day in private, my complainings hear: | 
Think not that you have kept from me unknown 
Thoſe viſits which are paid to you alone. 
If, as I fear, you ſhould return them too, 
Thoſe compliments are both a crime in you, 
Forget him; let this viſit be his laſt : 
I can forgive, and cancel all that's paſt, 
She ſeem'd well pleas'd, nor ſcrupled to confeſs 
His former paſſion, and receiv'd addreſs: 
But ſince our marriage, tho? he hither came, 
And made ſome viſits under friendſhip's name, 
Thoſe interviews to her were always pain, 
And that the laſt which he ſhould ere obtain : 
She vow'd to heav*n and me, to ſhun the place 
Where ſhe imagin'd but to ſee his face; 
Much leſs give way to any thing like vice: 
He'll hardly come to hear his ſentence twice. 
And you yourſelf ſhall quickly find it true, 
That I can never give my love to two. 

Thus with her double tongue ſhe gave me eaſe ; 
But what I took for phyſic, was diſeaſe : 
For while I ſlept (ſleep was a welcome gueſt * 
To me, a ſtranger many nights to reſt) 
Me ſhe forſook, and from my palace fled, 
(I think with tears on my forſaken bed) 
Believe I muſt, I cannot fay I know, 
She from my boſom to this Count did go z 
And of your Majeſty ſubmiſsly aſk, . 
To give this noble Gentleman a taſk'z 


That 


r OD "x5 
That on the Bleſſed Sacrament he fwear, = 
He does not know ſhe's living any where. | 

This, faid the King, you certainly mult take; 
You cannot here the leaſt objection make. 

Could I with honour, (pardon, O my King) 
Return'd the Count, I might do ſuch a thing: | 
But why ſhould I engage ſo deeply, where Mo 
My bufinefs is fo ſmall in the affair? 

Perhaps I am to blame to-interfere ; 
So beg your Majeſty to leave it here. 

Count, ſaid the King, you ſpeak as if you knew 
The oath in queſtion was not ſafe for you : * 
But ſtay you here, till I am ſatisfyd 
Whether or no your character's bely*d. 2 
Here, take a guard to Lopovico's houſe, 
And ſearch if it conceal GonsaLvo's ſpouſe: 
Shou'd it be fo, your net is vainly ſpread, | 
And what you've ſpoke has been againft your head, 
At once the King withdrew z not fo the reſt: 
The Count and Marquis both muſt ſtand the teſt. 
An officer returnꝰd, unravebd all; 

He led GonsaLvo's Lady thro' the hall. ' 
'Twas ſtrange the Marquis could believe his eyes; ; 
He did, and ſwoon'd away at the ſarprize. 15 
This thro? the gazing crowd did pity move; 
None but ſuppog'd it eaug'd by grief and love. 

The preſence opens; all are order'd in. 
Thus to the Lady did the King begin : 

Fair Lady, for you're fair, if you had come | 
Into my prefence from 2 home, _ 
| ou 


* 
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' You had not then been ftain'd with this diſgrace, 
Which ill becomes the beauty of your face. 0 
Why are you found from home? O! ſhe reply'd, pa 


Mine are not wrongs which I intend to hide. Th 
O may your. Majeſty but lend an ear — 3 Ar 
The injur*d party you are yet to hear. | He 
Cruel GonsaLvo, he that ſought my death, Th 
Now blaſts my fame unjuſtly with his breath, An 
And much abuſes you. I ſhall not rail, | To 
But beg to tell a plain unvarniſh'd tale; | 7 
Shall prove him falſe as hell, to me, to you; 
And heav'n be witneſs, what I ſpeak is true. | Th 
When having told his cruelty at large, 6 Or 
She call'd as evidence, to back her charge, To 
0 Faithful Ba T ISA: who being heard, they both Go 
Did with the Sacrament confirm their oath. . 
And this (faid ſhe) let my ſworn huſband do: or 
Which he, when offer'd, not conſented to. By, 
All wait for ſentence. Silence in the plage To 
Uninterrupted reign'd a little ſpace. * 
When thus the King: Hear, whom it may concern, : 
And chiefly, Marquis, you my pleaſure learn. W. 
Back to your Lady her large dowry pay _ - fs 
Within a week; for that's your lateſt day. 1 
Sir, ſaid the Marquis, that I took for life: er 
At once of that deprive me, and a wife. 7 
That, haughty Sir, I have not pow'r to do, Th 
Return'd the King; but I can baniſh you. ne 
On pain of death you in this kingdom ſtay : - Wa 


Pay your wife's dow'ry, and iy ſwift aw 9 You, He 


b, 


- 


You, Madam, may remain; but let yout ie F 
Prove you an innocent and injur'd wife: 
part with the Count, and let me never hear 
That you together in one place appear. | 
And ſhou'd you ever give him private time, 

Heav'n may, but I will not, forgive the crime. 
The Marquis under guard, the reſt are free; 
And when repaid his Lady's dowry, he 

To wander earth's wide bounds: but for this ſpot, 
f he loves life, let him approach it not. 

Here judgment ends. The Lady bent her knee; 
That Princes act for heav'n we phinly ſee. 
O righteous Judge! ſhe cry*d, 'tis greatly done, 

To banith one from me, and me from one. 
GonsALvo, think me dead; your wiſh was ſo: 
You, Lopovico, from my preſence go'; 

Or ſtay, and hear me yet proteſt one thing: 
You've ſeen me laſt in preſence of the king. 
To whom ſhe turning, bow'd again the knee; 
And all departing, left the preſence free. 

To private lodgings ſhe ; BAH IST A's care 
Was all the help ſhe had to fix her there. a 
She would detain him; but he begg'd to go; 
As never being fond of crowds or ſhew. 
Grandeur itſelf appear*d to him to be 
A ſtate of leſs content than poverty: 

The fatal conſequences of it fuch, 

He rather choſe too little than too much. 

She gave a forc'd conſent z but ere they part, 

Her gen'rous gifts expreſs'd her grateful heart. 
| C 


Forget 


as The Fatality F Forc'd Marriage, 

Forget me not, ſaid ſhe; a viſit pay 

Each year, at leaſt; and never miſs the day 

In which you ſnatch'd me from the hand of death, 

And added a freſh period to my breath. 

The day ſhe wrote upon an iv*ry book, 

That good BAPT IST A at his parting took. 

Dear Lady, as he went away, he ſaid, 

Whene'er I fail, you may conclude me dead. 
So haſten'd to the port; where to be fold 

A fiſhing-veſſel met his ready gold. 

A. bargain made, and having hir'd a boy, 

He homeward ſail'd along the ſhore with joy; 

Intending to inlarge his clay-built cell, 

Jo buy a better bed, and ſink a well: 

But firſt reſolv*d two croſſes he would raiſe, 

To kneel to the remainder of his days; 

Erecting both on the ſame ſpot of ground 


Where he MARIA CaTHaARINA found: 


One to give thanks that he her life did ſave; 
And tother for the great reward ſhe gave. 
The time he finiſn'd them was next noon- day; 
A ſtated time for Catholics to pray 

Ave Maria: Thus the Church has bid 

To hail the Virgin as the Angels did. 

No longer poor, he purchaſes apace, 

And makes convenient all his little place. 
This takes up all his time: but now draws near 
The fiſhing, buſy ſeaſon of the year; 

And he provides for that: ſo happy he, 

A ſtate like his the great but ſeldom ſee. 
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He 
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He breath'd in healthy air, the ſea in ſight; 
Behind, a vary'd proſpect of delight: 
An honeſt mind bore witneſs to his bliſs. 
What is all greatneſs, or a crown, to this! 

Tho' he was digging clay, which he propos'd 
Next day to come for, for the ev'ning clos'd, 
And he muſt haſten home, there ſcarce was light 
To ſhew a wonder waiting for his ſight: 
It was the Lady; and as he drew near, 
Be not ſurpriz*d, ſaid ſhe, that I am here: 
No ill has reach'd me; but I'm come to you, 
As having ſervice ſtill for you to do. | 
The chaiſe that brought me to the neighb'ring town, 
[there diſcharg*d, and came in private down. 
The caſe is this. My life, your hands did ſave, 
kh now in danger, and I fly the grave. 
He who. could keep his rage conceal'd, and ftrike, : 
Will certain, now he threatens, do the like, | 
This is the note he with my dowry ſent : 

Are you a ſinner? here he ſays, repent. 
— But if my ſin has been a lawleſs love, 
He bids me recommend myſelf above: 
That all are mortal; and I do not know = 
How ſoon from earth I may be forc'd to go. 
Theſe menaces may well affright a wife, 
ho once has known how he regards her life. 
beſides, the Count ſtill preſſes: Therefore I, 
To ſave my life, to ſave my virtue, fly. | 
My ſtew*rd, to call you hence, behold I come; 
ance I reſolve to live conceaPd at Rome. - — 
C 2 Few 


20 The Fatality of Forc'd Marriage, 
Few ſervants I will be, but not live great, 
And wait the happier moments of my Fate. 

Her reaſons ſoon prevail'd. At break of day 
His boat ſhe enter'd; ſhoring all the way, 
Till near a little town, whence they with eaſe 
Might reach to Rome by any means they pleaſe : 
The quickeſt was their choice; and their firſt care, 
To lodge in private on arrival there, 
Till he could a commotdious houſe provide. 
The place firſt thought on was the Tyber*s ſide. 
But near St. Mary's Church, ſurnam'd the Great, 
He quickly found one, and agreed the rate. 
A garden large and fair, and | inch retir'd; 
Apartments all diſtinct, as ſhe deſir'd. 
A chamber, antichamber, parlour, hall, 
Made up each floor; and it was painted all. 
The Cardinal, for *twas the Church's claim, 
Contracted a ſure bargain in her name ; 
That, being ſtrangers, they muſt always pay 
The rent beforehand, on the ſettled day. 

This was the eaſieſt part of all his taſk ; 
No fear the Church ſhould ever come to aſk. 
In twenty days he furniſh'd it fo well, | 
None could have gueſs*d he came but from a cell: 
And choſe domeſtics; not a train for ſhew ; 
No running-footman, nor no livery beau: 
But ſuch as might obſerve with humble eyes, 
And nat be thieves and tatlers in diſguiſe. 
Thus all accompliſh'd, in the ev'ning came, 
To head her aur, che ſtranger „ 
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That day th * wk -age and ſickneſs 1 
Gave up infallibility, and dy'd 3 
And all the holy hats were ſhut apart, 
With dear ſelf- love, and little elfe at heart, 
To dream of triple crowns, and bullying kings. 
(Tho now, indeed, we hear of few ſuch things ) 
A Pope was hard to chooſe z it could not be, 
Till certain pow'rs (as ſome ſuppoſe) agree. 
The Emp'ror, doubtleſs ; King of France, that's plain; 
The Holy Ghoſt, the Queen and King of Spain; 
With other leſſer Crowns: for what they pleaſe | 
Obtains the Cardinals conſent with eaſe : 
To Courts, themſelves they offer to be ſold, 
And pocket up the thick, ſubſtantial gold: 
For that, in fact, elects a Pope. I ſpare 
The many follies that are acted there: 
With all the pomp and gilded pageantry, 
Indulgences, and holy trumpery ; 
Proceſſions, benedictions, vows, and pray'rs, 
And pardons abſolute: Sin here, who dares? 
Theſe and the Coronation draw to Rome 
A crowd of ſtrangers; many thouſands come : - 
And who among the reft will ſoon appear, 
Permit me mention Jon] BAPT IST a here; 


Who going forth one day to Morning Pray'r, 


A ſervant ſtops him with a friendly air: 

My noble Lord (ſaid he) who yeſterday 

Saw you about this time paſs by this way, 
Planted me here, to wait your coming: He 


Has that to f wil your advantage be. | 
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His lodgings are but down that little ſtreet. R 
It is no ſtranger that you go to meet; IN. 
Nor one you need to fear: My maſter's name BI Ne 
Is Lopovico, not unknown to fame. _ Bu 
The Count is one of a moſt noble mind ; | 
As you yourſelf ſhall by experience find. Ti 
Come; he impatient waits: P11 lead the way. W 
Ah! this to you will prove a lucky day. ' WM 4 
Intreated thus, he went : the Count appears, 
As ſoon as he of his arrival hears. of 
I, honeſt friend, ſaid he, remember thee A] 
Before the King an evidence to be Cc 
In my behalf. — And here a purſe he drew; As 
Take that, and know thou haſt my friendſhip too. W 
Yet ſtay ; I cannot let thee go from hence, 0 
Till thou haſt giv'n me ſome intelligence Ini 
What is become of that unhappy fair, | = Ly 
Whoſe life ſtood then indebted to thy care. Al 


Sir, he reply'd, you never can receive 
That truſt from me, without my Lady's leave: 
But that obtain'd, to morrow, ere the ſun 
Has climb'd his noon-day height, conclude it done. 

Home went BAPT IST A, loaden with the news; 
He little thought his Lady would refuſe. 

How can, ſaid ſhe, that inconſid'rate dream 
That ever I ſhould cloſe with ſuch a ſcheme? 
*Twas for good reaſons to this place I came; 
And now muſt leave it for the very ſame: 

Or elſe, at beſt, muſt a cloſe pris ner be, 


Till time from ſtrangers ſets the city free: 


Run 


ee 
Run to the Count, tell him I have took my flight; 
Not daring here to ſtay another night. { 
No more than this I give you pow'r to ſay ; 
But that you're ſoon to follow on the way. | 
Both kept within; and when they op'd the door, 
The priſon-gate was never guarded more. 
Windows ſhut day and night, the wicket lock*d ; 
And much enquiry ev'ry one that knock*d. 
Till in one ev'ning, the repeated cry 
Of Murder, murder, at the Church cloſe by, 
Alarm'd the family; and, trembling, in 
Comes a maid-ſervant, who the fact had ſeen 
As ſhe from Veſpers came. Great God! ſaid ſhe, 
Who can this ſtranger that is murder'd be? 
O how the villain ſtabb'd him! But he's fled 
Into St. Mary's Church; heas kill'd him dead: 
There he lies gaſping too, a crowd about. 
Ah! his life's blood 1s ſwiftly lowing out. 
When this BayTisTAaA heard, the Church ſo near, 
His curioſity o*ercame his fear: 
Juſt run and look, but not a moment ſtay ; 
His Lady muſt not know he was away. 
There did he ſee, at length upon the ground, 
The Count,” and on his breaſt a double wound ; | 
And loud exclaim*d : This mangled corps you lee, 
Was a young Nobleman, well known by me: 
Whatever hand has done this horrid act, 
A jealous huſband has procur'd the fact. 
Marquis Goxs AL vo, he knows more of this: 
O what a cruel, murd'ring hand is his! 
Sir, 
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Sir, faid a Prieſt, your ſpeech is ſomething eames. 


I know that Nobleman to be in Rome, 

At ſuch a Cardinals, in ſuch a place: 

You may repeat this outrage to his face. 
When thus BayT1sTa : Pardon, if my tongue 

Seems to have done the noble Marquis wrong. 

J but ſuſpect: Suppoſe you ſend away 

One to the Marquis, and thus let him fay : 

My Lord, you are obey'd; but your true ſlave, 

To whom in private your commands you gave, 

Is forc'd to ſanctuary: On his reply, 

He muſt prove guilty, or a lyar I. 


His ſpeech was well approv'd; a guard was ſent : 


A proper perſon to the Marquis went. 

No ſooner had he faid, You are obey'd; 

Am 1? faid he; then you ſhall well be paid. 

This many heard: Thus fall'n into the ſnare, 

The guard receiv'd the Marquis to their care. 

But the new Pope would not concerned be 

With any ſtranger of his dignity. _ 

To Naples he was ſent ; and there was try'd : 

There pleaded guilty; nor the fact deny*d. . 

Condemned to death, but nof to publick ſhame 3 

His birth conſider'd, and his noble name. 

Within the priſon walls he left his head 

Beneath the ax, and mingled with the dead. 
The Lady now no longer lives in fears 

Of huſband's jealoufy, or lover's tears. 

BayT1STA now is publickly employ'd 

To build a ſpacious houſe by the fea fide, 


Near 


AH ADOoOCMT Y 7 


ie z 


- 


A PAE M. 25 
Near as he cou'd to where his hut did ſtand: a 


The fineft proſpect There. was at c 
— to a Nunnery the while retires; | 
And all things ſegm to fayour-her d CT 
But.one event wafr'd all : : 'Thþat faithful pan, 
With whom this tragic ſtory firſt began, 
Whoſe buſy gare hyd built a. pobletſeat, — 
Convenient, -full of ſymmetry, and great, 
And fit for her deſign'd; and ſav'd her life, 
To be, if he bad liv-d (*tis.thought) lis wife 7 N 
Sickneſs &erfakes; and death Band iH his tomb © © 
The Lady bury*d thoughts of leavin ng Rong, 5 
Or the Religious Hou: ; but all her days 
Were ſpent cthenceforward in her Maker! 8 pra, 

When full of days ſhe dy'd, Ber great“ eſtate 
Fell to the Church: And there are 4 relle, e 
That in the noble palace by t the ſea S 
Has ſince been ſeen a deeper tragedy : 4. 
But it was Church- work all; and no Lay LA 
Dares the attempt, to penetrate, or pry. 

Too deep in their hid crimes 3 and yet it lay 
Hard on the conſcience, at his dying gay 
Of a grand Prelate. —  Heay'n be goto to all! [ 


Who fall ſupport the Poor, when Prieſts and Nobles 
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By the ſame Hand. 


| 


To the Memory of Queen CaroLINE. 


Reat Pattern to her Sex, and Ornament ; 


No petty cares could give her diſcontent. 


To all her Virtues, Reaſon was the guide, 
And led her far from all fantaſtic pride. 


This form'd her temper to the Monarch's mind: 


What word or act of her's, but what was kind? 
Her Royal Offspring, and her chiefeſt care, 
Early ſhe taught what their great duties were : 
Stamp'd this idea in them; That their ſtate 
Requir*d them to be good, as well as great. 

She practis'd ev'ry duty of this life; 

A tender Parent, and a virtuous Wife. 
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V ill examples, youth are taught 
To fly from ſolitude and thought: 
Their minds grow reſtleſs, ſtubborn, proud : 
Boys mimick men, with voices loud. | 
Unbridled paſſions fall each breaſt ; 
And Love is one among the reſt. 
In queſt of pleaſure, hate of care, 
Damon turns fop, and courts the fair. 
Whilſt Mavius, with a ſordid mind, 
| deaf to wit, to beauty blind; 
Looks out for a golden dame, 
And to no other tells his name. 
But S!rephon ſwears, tis only pride 
That makes men ſeek a wealthy bride : 
Hell have the girl that wins his eye; 
Let parents break their hearts, and die. 
With will uncurb'd, and mind untaught, 
Men ſeldom ſettle as they ought : 
For chooſing women no way fit, 
Neither in temper, age, or wit: 
Till things quite contrary unite, - 
That ſtate can never yield delight. 
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H E beſt deſer iption of the fair, 1. 
Is what their outſide beauties are? 


For if you ſw a Woman's mind, 

It changes often-as the wind. | 
Some, Gao their toilet to their bed, 
Are only by fond fancy led. 

Some loudly wrangle for a pow'r, 
They ſeldom keep above an hour. 

In what they do, in what they fay, - 


All Reaſon's laws they difobey 3 - > © 


And very little p:eaſure Rnd; 
Except in vexing half Aikakk ind, 

But ſhould I paint all v mien ſuch, 
I certainly ſhould ſay tov much: 
For, gentle StrepÞ6n, ſome there are, 
It matters not if brown or Hir; 
Ves, there dre me, the? But a few, 


Have Reaſon, Wit, and Beauty too. 
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"FRIENDSHIP. 


7 HO are they have pow'r to know | | 
What mighty joys from Friendſhip flow ü 
None whoſe fickle fancies move \ 

In the ſame hour to hate and love: 

None where noiſy paſſions reign: 

None whoſe ſouls are prone to feign. 

Whoſe can then this Bleſſing be? 

It is giv*n to Conſtancy. 

They who can themſelves forget, 

Pardon wrongs, and ne*er repeat: 

Look on gold as ſhining duſt ; 

Theirs, but for their friend in truſt, . , 
Who know no good, but what they ſharez 
And will divide and leſſen care. 

Such are the hearts that truly know | 
What v from true Friendſhip flow, 
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The Modern Loy Ex. 


HEN Eqve firſt touch'd the coxcomb's breaſt; 

VV He hated. food, and could not reſt; ] 
And more depended on his dreſs, + © I 
Than what he ſtudy'd to expreſs. C 

Before his glaſs he ſigh'd her name, T 

His beating heart a lighted flame: Ci 

All gay delights neglected lie; 


For Celia frowns, and he muſt die. Fr F: 
But under Celia's frown was art; „ 
A bait to take a lover's heart: FEED A] 
*T was his to aſk, and her's to give. Ar 
She bids the dying: whiner live: ä Sh 
His bended knee; and humble ſtrain, | An 
Had art her favour more to gain 2 Th 
Than all his cant of Cupid's darts * Th 
And wounded:ſquls, and bleeding hearts. An 
His peace reſtor'd, and gain'd the fair, the 
Now ſhe begins a ſcene of care ; Het 
And vainly ſtrives to pleaſe one hour, | B 
What ſhe imagin'd once was wholly in her pow'r. An 
2 | Wh 
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The Cob and Prups. 


. Aughing, ſinging, talking gay, 
Giving all mankind their way 
Dreſſing, dancing, fond of pleaſure z 
Chloe has no hours of leiſure : N 
To the Ball, the Maſk repair; 
Chloe, that Coquet, 1s there. 
To this the Prude is quite contrary 3 
From her Sex ſhe loves to vary : 
She's ſo ſqueamiſh, ſhy, and nice, 
All pleaſure looks to her like vice : 
And once deluded to a Play, 
She never ſhall forget the day; 
And wiſtres ſhe had once forgot 
The Poet's vile, enſnaring plot, 
That made girls run away with rakes, 
And run ſuch hazards for their ſakes. 
dhe ſtill repents, and goes to pray'rs, 
Her lot may never be like theirs. 
Between theſe two extremes there lies 
A medium, which the prudent prize: 
A chearful innocence, and ſettled mind ; 


Which no Coquet or Prude had ever pow'r to find. 
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ERRATUM, 
he PAGE 18. line 7. from bottom, for Angels, read Angel. 
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